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1. Why has the Government put out a Green Paper for Vulnerable Children?  

The Government is concerned about the high number of vulnerable children in New Zealand.  It wants New Zealanders to have an opportunity to have their say about how we care for and protect these children, the trade-offs and sacrifices we’re prepared to make, and the opportunities we want them to have.  It’s about what needs to happen so that every child thrives, belongs and achieves.   
2.  What is a green paper?
A green paper is a discussion document.   A green paper sets out ideas rather than decisions. A green paper is used to test out ideas with the public before firm decisions are made.  

The Green Paper for Vulnerable Children sets out a number of ideas on how to improve the lives of vulnerable children.  Anyone can tell the Government what they think about these ideas by making a submission.  
3.  When will the Government make its decisions?  

Submissions to the Green Paper close on 28 February 2012.  The results will be analysed and used to develop a formal policy paper - called a White Paper.  The Government will report back on what decisions it has made by the middle of 2012.
4.  Who are vulnerable children?

Many children have times in their lives when they may be vulnerable. But the Green Paper focuses on the 15 per cent of children in New Zealand who are vulnerable for more than just some of the time.  At anyone time around 160,000 children are considered at risk of not being able to thrive, belong or achieve because of factors such as abuse, neglect, truancy or avoidable hospitalisation. 
5. How do I become part of the debate on vulnerable children? 

There are a number of ways you can be part of the debate on vulnerable children.  You can go to the website www.childrensactionplan.govt.nz or write a letter or an email with your ideas.  You can also post your views on Facebook or go along to a public meeting.  
6.  Do I have to make a formal submission for it to count?
Making a submission just means telling the Government your ideas.  You do not have to use an official form.  You can write as much or as little as you want.  You can go to the website and answer all of the questions in the Green Paper or just some of the questions.  Other ways of making a submission are writing a letter or an email. 

You can also post your views on Facebook or go along to a public meeting.  Comments that are made and recorded in this way will be considered as a response to the Green Paper.  
7.  Can my submission remain anonymous?   

There is no requirement to provide your name or to tell the Government anything about yourself   when you are making a submission to the Green Paper.  If you make a submission and want to keep your identity anonymous please say so.
8.  Can I make more than one submission?
Yes. We know that some people will share their ideas and then think of other things they want to say. You can send in as many ideas as you want before 28 February 2012.  
9.  How can I find out more about the issues raised in the Green Paper?

Visit the website www.childrensactionplan.govt.nz.  This site provides background material on vulnerable children including the research that was used to inform the writing of the Green Paper.   
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